
 

 

Weekly Sermon Discussion Guide                                                     June 8, 2025 

What A Day! 

Summer Lectionary 

Acts 2:1-13 

 

Pentecost Sunday is a significant day in the church for two main reasons. We not only remember what 

happened 2,000 years ago when the Spirit came in power upon the believers gathered in Jerusalem 

and the church was born, but also that the Spirit is still fully present today. This ordinary day became so 

special that Christendom set aside a date to celebrate it. Our ordinary lives are marked by the passing of 

days – some joyful, some discouraging, some hopeful. Place yourself in the shoes of both a believer 

and a bystander on that day of Pentecost. How life-changing would that have been for you? How 

does this put perspective on our ordinary-seeming days, to be more aware of God’s power and 

presence? 

First, we explore Pentecost as the fulfillment of a promise:  

* In 800 BC, God revealed to the prophet Joel a future day when there would be dramatic happenings 

and He would pour out His spirit on all people. Hours before his arrest and crucifixion, Jesus reassures 

His disciples that He’d be leaving them, but that the Holy Spirit was coming to be with them, They 

heeded His instructions not to leave Jerusalem after the crucifixion, and while huddled together as a 

group of 120, the Spirit burst on the scene as promised. The city, packed at the time with Pentecost 

goers giving thanks for the harvest, was also 50 days after Passover and Jesus' resurrection, On that day, 

heaven indeed touched earth, was just as God promised. Read God’s promise in Joel 2:28-29. What 

images jump out to you? God is a promise-keeper. How does this fulfillment of an 800-year old 

promise highlight God’s faithfulness to you and the things you might find yourself waiting for?  

Secondly, we explore Pentecost as the rousing start of the church: 

When a sound like the blowing of a mighty wind filled the house where the believers were staying, the 

crowds of people who had gathered from all over heard about God in their native tongue. Bewildered 

and amazed, they all must have wondered what it meant for their lives. Others sneered and accused 

them of being drunk. The Holy Spirit had existed since the beginning of time, but that day it burst on the 

scene and was made available to all. On that day, the Holy Spirit formed Jews and Gentiles into the first 

church, and 3,000 were added to their numbers on that very first day. And here we are as Covenant 

2,000 year later – consider and discuss how that has happened, and the strength and power of the 

Holy Spirit to empower and invigorate the church over time. How do you sense the Holy Spirit at 

work here at Covenant?  

Regardless of our efforts at programming and organizing the church, it is ultimately the Holy Spirit that 

keeps people coming back. The Holy Spirit helps us feel an anticipation and hopefulness as we engage 

with others in Christian community, rather than just going through the motions. God’s intention is for us 

to delight in each other’s presence; we were designed for community. How does this help fill you with 

hopeful expectation for how God is working in your life? How can you better trust the Holy Spirit 

to be Jesus’ hands, feet, and voice in the world? 
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