Weekly Sermon Discussion Guide March 9, 2025
Thy Will Be Done

Lent
Luke 4:1-13

KEY VERSES

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty
days he was tested by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over he was famished.
3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” % Jesus answered
him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.” ” ® Then the devil? led him up and showed him in an instant all
the kingdoms of the world. ¢ And the devil® said to him, “To you | will give all this authority and their glory, for it has
been given over to me, and | give itto anyone | please. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus
answered him, “It is written,’'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ”? Then the devil¥ led him to
Jerusalem and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down from here, "°for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,”" and ‘On their
hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”” ' Jesus answered him, “It is said,
‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ” " When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an
opportune time.

This Sunday began the first week of Lent, during which time we'll utilize the lectionary to guide our
sermon series. Jesus'time in the wilderness, as described in these 13 verses, begins immediately after
his baptism by John in the Jordan River. Jesus' baptism symbolically kicks off his earthly ministry, which
God prepares him for by sending him to the wilderness. While there, Jesus encounters the devil, who
tests him for 40 days (v.2). The devil’s goal is to interrupt God'’s plan of preparing Jesus, so that the
purpose for Jesus' life cannot be carried out. Even as sly and cunning as the devil is, Jesus firmly rests on
the foundation of scripture to resistthe devil's plans. Look at each of the three temptations the devil
presents to Jesus. How does he combat each one? How well do you recognize and resist the
interruptions of the devil in your life?

When we look at this story from a numerical point of view, we find a few repeated themes that can help
us understand:

1) The number 40 represents the number of Jesus’ days in the wilderness, the number of days of Lent,
the number of days it rains on Noah and the ark, and the number of years the Israelites are enslaved in
Egypt. All of these 40-days seasons are times of preparation for a new future, where purification and
change take place. The devil wantsto short-circuit that process for Jesus during those 40 days. God has
a call on your life, and a force in this world wants to confuse that. What long stretch might God be

using to cleanse and prepare you?

2) The number 3 represents the number of times Jesus is tempted by the devil. 3 also symbolizes

divine perfectionin the Bible - the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 3 also represents the number of days
Jesus is in the tomb. The significance of both numbers symbolizes for us our divine connection with
God. As Paul says, Nothing can ever separate us from the love of God. The devil is at work and tries to



separate us from knowing God's will through severing relationships, systems, families, and churches.
Reflect on the significance of these numbers and how they make you feel even more connected to
God and the assurance of his word.

As we reflect on what these biblical numbers mean for us today and how can they help carry us through
Lent, there are two things we can practice:

1) We can seek and listen to God’s will through prayer. The Lord’s prayer provides us with the
perfect template for seeking his will. Can we, too, like Jesus, trust the will of God and remain in the
desert until He says the season is over?

2) We can appropriately posture ourselves to hear God's word. Just as Jesus didn't face the devil
alone, we too do not go through seasons alone. The way God speaks and leads us is through the
prayers of others. How can people really pray for you during this season of Lent? If we are truly
tuning our earto God, he will speak. And we, too, will leave the wilderness differently than we arrived.



