Weekly Sermon Discussion Guide May 25, 2025
This Is Your God
Psalm 67

This week's sermon is guided Psalm 67, our lectionary psalm for this week. The opening words of this
psalm may sound familiar; as some of the very same words God spoke to Mosesto bless Aaron and the
line of priests in Numbers 6:22-26. Stephen Murray demonstrates how Psalm 67 can help form our
thoughts about God in the following ways: God shines on us, God judges the earth with equity, and
God'’s blessings deserve our praise. Perhaps the mostimportant thing about us is what comes into
our mind and heart when we think about God. What does this image look like for you?

1) God shines on us: God has indeed blessed each of us and shown us favor, even in spite of life's
inevitable difficulties. But we are not meant to simply rest in this truth and enjoy these blessings
passively. God shines his face and favor precisely so we can turn around and extend those to others.
There is a neighbor, friend or co-worker thatwe're each called to bless; someone forwhom God has
chosen us to show the love of Jesus. How have you sensed God putting certain people on your
heart to extend blessings?

2) God rules over the earth with equity: \We have a built-in yearning for justice to prevail in this world
and in ourlives. We spendtime cataloguing wrongs and rights and discerning accountability. Our
human limitations preventus from ever figuring out who is ultimately responsible for injustice. The
Psalmist provides us with the answer; God is the only true judge. Ourrole is to release this burden to
Him, to pray and work for justice, and give thanks that God has the final word. Only God is able to
right wrongs with equity - even if it takes eternity. How does this bring perspective and relief to
the injustices of this world and in our lives that burden our hearts?

3) God’'sblessings deserve our praise and gratitude. In our world of expressive individualism, we
are encouraged to do what makes us happy and letnothing stand in our way. As followers of Jesus,
though, we professthat we ourselves are not the center of our lives, but God. Much easier said than
done, we need constant re-direction to the true source of our blessings. Everything we already are is
a gift from God, and praise should always be our response to who God is and what He's done. Have
you experienced "praise as your inner health made audible?” Take some extra time this week
to consider the God who created and redeemsyou, and allow praise to more readily flow out
of you.

As Stephen stated, “when we praise God it's a tip off that we know who we are.” Our praise is the
admission that we look out of ourselves to someone greater; our rebellion against the self-
centeredness of our world. As you read the Psalm, pause at every selah, give thanks, lift up your
voice, pause, and praise the God who makes Hisface shine on us. How well do you feel like you
know God from the depths of your heart?



