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The Sent Ones 
The Gospel in Motion 
Acts 1:1-5 
 

1. As we begin this new year-long teaching series, “The Gospel in Motion,” in Acts, we will 
consider together how the gospel continues to move in our lives today. The rhythms of fall 
and a new calendar year provide natural onramps to reflect on whether our time, habits, 
and values are aligned with what we claim is most important. It’s good to consider together 
that in a rapidly changing world, what it means to be anchored to an eternal God. 

Discussion Questions: 

• Does your calendar reflect your deepest values and priorities? Why or why not?  
• What practices help you stay grounded in God amid constant change? 

 
2. Acts gives us a window into the earliest church, showing how the Holy Spirit used 
ordinary people to spread the good news and change the world. Written by Luke to his 
benefactor Theophilus, Acts is the continuation of Jesus’ story after the resurrection, 
focusing on how the church began and flourished. As we walk through this book together, 
we join in that same unfolding story. 

Discussion Questions: 

• What do you hope to learn about God and the church through this yearlong study of 
Acts? 

• How does it encourage you to know that God used ordinary people to build His 
church? 
 

3. The book of Acts opens with the disciples having just been told by Jesus to wait in 
Jerusalem—a place filled with danger and uncertainty. They don’t know who to trust or 
what will happen next. In moments of upheaval or fear, waiting can become one of the 
hardest acts of faith. 

Discussion Questions: 



• If you had been one of the disciples asked to wait in Jerusalem, how would you have 
felt? 

• Where in your life right now might God be asking you to wait and trust Him?  

 

4. In Luke’s Gospel, followers of Jesus are called “disciples,” or followers, but in Acts, Luke 
shifts the language to “apostles”— those who are sent out. As believers today, we share 
this dual identity: we are both learners and followers of Jesus, and we are also messengers 
sent with His good news. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How do you understand the difference between being a disciple and being an 
apostle? 

• Where is God calling you right now—to deeper discipleship, to being sent, or both? 

 

5. Being an apostle is not abstract—it begins in the places we already live, work, and play. 
God calls us to bring His love and presence to neighbors, coworkers, classmates, and 
friends. As C.S. Lewis said, “Joy is the presence of purpose.” To flourish as followers of 
Jesus, it is important that we discern where He is sending us. 

Discussion Questions: 

• To whom might God be sending you in this season of life? 
• How can you begin praying and acting with purpose in the places you already find 

yourself this week? 

 

 


