
 

 

Weekly Sermon Discussion Guide                                                  June 29, 2025 

Never Changing 

Summer Lectionary 

2 Kings 2:1-2; 6-14 

 

This passage opens with Elijah and Elisha beginning a journey together in Gilgal and ending at the 

Jordan River. Elisha’s fear and uncertainty is palpable as he knows Elijah’s departure is imminent, and he 

must step into his shoes. What emotions do you think Elisha was feeling as he followed Elijah from 

place to place, knowing he was about to lose him? How have you experienced these feelings in 

seasons of transition or loss? 

Elijah lived 900 years before the birth of Christ, yet his presence is felt so strongly throughout the New 

Testament and Jesus’ ministry. His departure has thrown not only Elisha but the whole Israelite 

community into a tailspin. Elijah is mentioned for the first time in Matthew 16, when Jesus asks his 

disciples who people think that he is (v.13), and again in the transfiguration story of Matthew 17. Discuss 

and consider these reasons why Elijah’s life was so significant:  

* Elijah performs many miracles.  

* Elijah kept the people focused on God and turned them away from other gods.  

* Elijah began the company of prophets, training up prophets to ensure the future of God’s people. 

* Elijah is the forerunner of the Messiah, Elijah is necessary for the prophecies of the coming of Jesus 

Christ to be fulfilled.  

God led them on a very interesting six-mile route from Gilgal to Bethel to the Jordan River. The 

geography in this story is significant in the way that God uses it to demonstrate his faithfulness.  When 

they reach the Jordan River, Elijah parts the water with his staff, then they walk to the east into the 

wilderness. It’s no coincidence that at this same location hundreds of years earlier, the Israelites were 

brought to this same spot in the wilderness after being released from slavery in Egypt. And at that 

moment, God replaced Moses with Joshua to lead them on to the promised land – leaving the Israelites 

with the same fear and disorientation as they are now feeling with this current leadership transition. 

How is God inviting the people not to be forgetful? How is God inviting you to remember his 

faithfulness in your life? 

 

Elijah eventually ascends up to heaven in a whirlwind (v.11), and Elisha tears his clothes in grief—then he 

picks up Elijah’s mantle. What does this moment represent spiritually? What “mantles” have you 

picked up after a hard or disorienting season? 

This passage reminds us that the promise  of faith is not that we won’t be disoriented, but that God is 

always there to reorient us – he never changes. When we find ourselves in whirlwind seasons, we can 

find hope by looking back and seeing the goodness of God in our lives. What difference does your 

faith make as you walk through seasons of uncertainty and transition? From what specific stories 

from your life or community have you drawn strength? 


