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Colossians 1:15-23  
 

This passage from Colossians presents us first with an observation, a promise, and an 
invitation: 
 
The observation: “He is the image of the invisible God” (v.15) We all have an idea of what 
God is like. What image comes to mind when you think of God? Rather than the typical 
conceptions of a long-bearded, graying father, Paul offers that we need not to look further 
than Jesus Christ to know what God looks like. Paul’s prompting to Christians to think 
about the image of Jesus was especially important during this era of false gods and idols. 
Our omni-present God chose to be present in the world at one place and time through 
Jesus Christ. Our all-powerful God submitted himself to limitations and hungered and 
thirsted just as we do. Our all-knowing God chose to come to us as a child and grew into 
adulthood. Why did God choose to use his power to identify with us and suffer for us? 
How does his decision to leave the infinite to dwell with us in the finite help us follow 
him?  

The promise: “In him, all things hold together” (v.17) In the midst of the chaos of this world, 
this promise can seem far-fetched. When things feel like they are spiraling, we can hold on 
to the true promise that through Christ all things are in fact held together. The love we hold 
for our own friends and family is but a shadow of God’s love for us. God’s grace and love are 
revealed in different areas of our lives, but often it is through affliction where we best 
discover God’s tight grasp. Where have you most felt God holding all things together in 
your life?  

The invitation: “Don’t shift from the hope promised by the gospel” (v.23) Jesus invites us to 
tune ourselves to him as head of the body. It is so easy to entertain the many other voices 
that war for our attention. So that we don’t fall prey like Adam and Eve, we must tune our 
ear to God’s voice in the world and cultivate habits that will sustain lives of faith. We show 
what we love by how we use our time. Looking back on this week, how do your habits 
reveal what you love? What spiritual practice can you take on for the last month of 
summer to help you not shift from God’s hope (gratitude, prayer, meditation, fasting, 
etc)? How can these small practices obedience help you when you face a trial? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A1-23&version=NRSVUE

