Weekly Sermon Discussion Guide October 12, 2025
Blind Spots and Bravery

The Gospel in Motion

Acts 4:1-13

Last week our text described the miraculous healing of the man outside the temple gates by Peter
and John, which resulted in the man’s dancing and rejoicing in the presence of temple goers and
religious leaders. This week, we see the reaction of the religious leaders to Peter and John
speaking about the event that had just happened. “Annoyed that they were preaching about Jesus
and the resurrection of the dead” (v.2), they arrested them and assembled a council the next day
to question the authority under which they had acted.

It’s interesting to note how in spite of this miracle that the religious leaders had just withessed,
their fear of losing power and authority was a force stronger than celebrating this man’s healing. It
reminds us that this is how blind spots work in our lives. Unhealthy or hurtful practices can creep
in until they become normal without our even knowing it. Think about where you might have
blind spots in your own life, and who might help you notice them.

Because this religious system was deteriorating into such a bad place, Peter and John had to
summon even more courage to face the accusations thrown at them. The threat factor to the
religious establishment was rising even more due to the 5,000 new followers that the Christian
movement was welcoming. When Peter begins speaking to the council, he was “filled with the
Holy Spirit.” (v.8) This helpful gift, which was not yet present to them at Jesus’ crucifixion, was
now a new source of power and confidence. At this time, education was a sign of virtue, and Peter
and John were completely uneducated - the only training they had was following and befriending
Jesus. The religious leaders “saw their boldness, realized they were uneducated, and were
amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus.” (v.13) What difficult moments have you
faced when you only had the power of the Holy Spirit and your companionship with Jesus?

In this particular time of societal conflict, people expect less than ever from churches. Our
preceding reputation of the Crusades, Inquisition, Holy Wars, and now current culture wars have
not helped bolster the church to be seen as a beacon in the world. Just as Covenant’s efforts to
pay off medical and school lunch debt captured people’s attention, we too are called to be bold
and courageous in our time—to stand up and stand out as Peter and John did. Consider this
week how we can be “more chill” and counter the heated tone of our culture, being more like
Jesus. One way is to consider looking at news only for what is happening in the world and not
for verification of viewpoints and rightness. As we seek truth and vow to become less angry,
we can influence others in this direction rather than add to the flames.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%204%3A1-13&version=NRSVUE




