Weekly Sermon Discussion Guide February 23, 2026
Blessed Are the Poor in Spirit

Desiring Christ

Matthew 5:3

Revelation 3:14-4:11

“Blessed are the poorin spirit” is the opening line of the Beatitudes, which will serve as the
text for our Lenten series. Jesusbegins the Sermon on the Mount by redefining what a truly
flourishing life looks like—not strength, success, orindependence, but need.To be “poor in
spirit” is to recognize your spiritual neediness and dependence on God.

What does it reveal about God's heart that spiritual poverty—not competence-is the
doorway to the kingdom?

Where in your life do you resist being seen as needy or dependent?

Jesus' message to Laodicea exposesthe opposite of being poorin spirit. They say, “I am rich,
I have prospered, and | need nothing” (Rev. 3:17). But Christ exposes their true condition:
“wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.” Their city’s lukewarm water supply becomes a
metaphor for their self-reliance—neither refreshing nor healing, but tepid and distasteful.

Yet Jesus’ judgment ends in invitation:

¢ buy white garments — covering their shame
e receive eye salve — to see clearly
e open the door — renewed fellowship with Him

Even His rebuke is an expression of love: “As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten.”

In what ways does prosperity—material, emotional, or vocational-tempt you toward
spiritual self-sufficiency?

Where might Christ be gently exposing a blind spot in your life?

God confronts not to condemn but to heal. The call to “be zealous therefore, and repent”
(Rev.3:19)is an invitation into restored relationship and spiritual clarity. Jesus urges us toward
humility: to internalize our need for Him, to turn from self-reliance, and to embrace the
poverty of spirit that opens our hearts to His voice. Successis not the enemy—self-sufficiency
is. Achievementbecomes dangerous when it whispers, “I need nothing.” The spiritually poor

acknowledge their dependence and learn to trust the One who knocks.

How do you normally respond when God exposes something painful or prideful in you?
What would repentance look like in your daily rhythms this week?



Johnis lifted into heaven to behold a throne—the throne—at the center of all reality. Everything
else circles around God's rule: elders casting crowns, creatures crying “holy,” all creation
oriented toward worship. This vision reframes everything Revelation 3 exposed. Worship

recenters us. Worship dethrones self. Worship teaches us spiritual poverty.

When God feels silent or distant, the throne room reminds us: He is reigning even when
hidden.The poorin spiritare those who trust God'’s rule even when they cannot see it clearly.
What would it look like to make Christ the center rather than yourself in one specific
area this week?

How might seeing life through the throne room’s perspective reshape your fears, goals,
or priorities?



