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 PARABLE

. PEOPLE

Welcome to Covenant Presbyterian!

We are glad to welcome you to worship this Sunday. We know that “church” doesn’t just happen in
a building. That's why our mission is to build a community that is encouraging one another to follow
Jesus wherever we live, work, and play. We have had this focus since we were founded in 1960,
when we first began showing our love for Jesus by serving Austin and the world.

Encouraging one another to follow Jesus
covenant SHS

wherever we live, work, and play.




About Today's Service

Parable People

Jesus was a master storyteller, using simple, memorable stories to reveal profound truths about God and
the life of faith. In Parable People, we'll explore the surprising wisdom of Jesus’ parables and what they
reveal about the kingdom of God. Together, we'll consider how these ancient stories continue to challenge,

shape, and invite us into lives of deeper faith, faithful stewardship, and greater dependence on God.

Assisting in Worship

ASSISTING Dan Hart (8:15), Ben Davison (8:15, 9:30, & 11:00), Alice Sessi (2:30), Jill Williams (2:30),
Laura Tuma (11:00)

ORGANIST Michael Shuman

SANCTUARY CHOIR Hannah Mindeman Shuman, piano (9:30)

WORSHIP BAND Jerry Wise, leader (11:00)

PRELUDE & POSTLUDE (9:30)
Prelude on "Old Hundredth', arr. Kevin Uppercue

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, arr. Larry Shackley

Lyrics reprinted under: Onelicense.net # A-708632 and CCLI # 1243808 and 20105405

New to Covenant?

Learn more about Covenant Presbyterian, our worship services, childcare options,
and how to get involved. Just scan the QR code with your smart phone’s camera,
or visit covenant.org/visit.




Preparation & Praise

WELCOME & PASSING OF THE PEACE

INTROIT

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Letall the earth declare the greatness of God.
People: Beginning with us, here in this place!
Leader: May we the Church glorify the Lord together.
People: All glory to God, even now, even here!
Leader: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: Starting now, starting with us!
All: Yes, let us praise the Lord together!

*HYMN 71 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(silent confession. ..) Loving and merciful God, we thank you for the Church in which
you have placed us. Thank you for brothers and sisters in Christ with whom we share the
journey of faith. Yet, we confess that we fail to love as you love. We are quick to take care
of ourselves, slow to take care of others. We push aside those whom we think are beneath
us. Forgive us Lord, and restore in us a true spirit of love. By the Holy Spirit, strengthen us to
more fully love you, and more graciously love others. Thank you for sending your Beloved

Son to save us from our sins. All this we humbly pray in the strong Name of Jesus. Amen.

RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy The Brilliance

Music and lyrics can be found on next page at 9:30 service.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE 734 Gloria Patri GREATOREX
Ministry of the Word

SCRIPTURE Mark 12:1-12 page 824
SERMON For God So Loved The World Stephen Murray
Response to the Word

COMMUNION LITURGY

INVITATION — Amazing Grace
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN 740 The Lord's Prayer MALOTTE

*BLESSING

*Those who are able, please stand



9:30

Preparation & Praise
WELCOME

*CALLTO WORSHIP

Leader: Let all the earth declare the greatness of God.
People: Beginning with us, here in this place!

Leader: May we the Church glorify the Lord together.
People: All glory to God, even now, even here!
Leader: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: Starting now, starting with us!

All: Yes, let us praise the Lord together!

*HYMN 71 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(silent confession. . .) Loving and merciful God, we thank you for the Church in which
you have placed us. Thank you for brothers and sisters in Christ with whom we share the
journey of faith. Yet, we confess that we fail to love as you love. We are quick to take care
of ourselves, slow to take care of others. We push aside those whom we think are beneath
us. Forgive us Lord, and restore in us a true spirit of love. By the Holy Spirit, strengthen us to
more fully love you, and more graciously love others. Thank you for sending your Beloved

Son to save us from our sins. All this we humbly pray in the strong Name of Jesus. Amen.

RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy The Brilliance
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Lord have mer-cy  Christ have mer-cy Lord have mer-cy Christ have mer-cy

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE 734 Gloria Patri GREATOREX

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.



OFFERING

God So Loved the World

John Stainer

Sanctuary Choir

God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,

that whoso believeth in Him should not perish,

but have everlasting life.

For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world;

but that the world through Him might be saved.

*RESPONSE 34

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Ministry of the Word
SCRIPTURE

SERMON

Response to the Word

COMMUNION LITURGY
INVITATION — Amazing Grace

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

HYMN 695

HYMN 703

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN 740

*BLESSING

Doxology

Mark 12:1-12

For God So Loved The World

As We Gather At Your Table
[ Am the Bread of Life

The Lord's Prayer

OLD 100TH

page 824

Stephen Murray

BEACH SPRING

MALOTTE

*Those who are able, please stand



Preparation & Praise

CALL TO WORSHIP

SONG Rest On Us Maverick City
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING OF THE PEACE

SONG God So Loved We The Kingdom

OFFERING

Ministry of the Word
SCRIPTURE Mark 12:1-12

SERMON For God So Loved The World Stephen Murray

Response to the Word
COMMUNION & PRAYER STATIONS
INVITATION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

SONG Yet Not [ But Through Christ In Me CityAlight
SONG Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone) Chris Tomlin
BLESSING

Mark 12:1-12

Then he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit for
the winepress, and built a watchtower; then he leased it to tenants and went away. When the season came,
he sent a slave to the tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of the vineyard. But they seized
him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. And again he sent another slave to them; this one they
beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent another, and that one they killed. And so it was with many
others; some they beat, and others they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to
them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir; come, let us
kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.” So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the vineyard.
What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to

others. Have you not read this scripture:

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes'?"

When they realized that he had told this parable against them, they wanted to arrest him, but they feared

the crowd. So they left him and went away.



Covenant Prays 09.06.26

Prayers of joy and celebration:
Charles "Charlie” Thornley Wilson was born on July 24. Grandparents are Will and Mary Wilson.

Shirley Kate Smith was born on April 11. Grandparents are Edwina and Neal Worley and great-grandparents
are Judy and Larry McPhail.

Prayers of sympathy and support:

Anthony Garcia, family and friends on the death of grandmother, Ella Mae Curtis, on August 21.

Recently hospitalized:
Kit Chenault, Thelma Howard

Prayers for:

Sharon Orr, Ginger Hurst, Lezlie Morton, Cara Cotham, August Joseph Streit, James Rada, Princes Rodriguez,
Charlie Luellen, Jo Nell Huff, Nancy Murray, Pastor Jill Williams, Jesse Reyes, Mark Woodruff, Monroe Talley,
Amy Kopp.

Prayers for people serving in our country's armed forces:

Army Green Beret Sergeant Ryan Matthew McPhail, USMC Major Katherine Ashton, US Navy Lieutenant
Commander Claten Bechtol, Army Warrant Officer Jessica Choe, US Navy Lieutenant Drew Stockstill, and
USMC Second Lieutenant Caleb Green.

Pragyers for our international sister churches:
Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada en Luyand, Havana, Cuba and First Stone Church in Belize City, Belize.

Prayers requested by the Mission Committee:
Foundation for the homeless and Allen & Julie Weeks with Austin Voices for Education and Youth.

Prayers requested by the Session:
Prayers for the newly elected Pastor Nominating Committee as they begin building their unity of purpose and
work of prayerful discernment.

Although prayer requests will be removed from this listing after three weeks, please contact Jana Harrison

in the church office, 512-334-3030, or jharrison@covenant.org, if prayer continues to be requested.




Announcements

Explore Membership

BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

Interested in becoming a member of Covenant?
Explore Membership is a three-session class where
you'll learn more about Covenant’s mission, connect
with pastors and others in the church, and discover
ways to get involved. The next class begins Sunday,
September 13 at 9:30 a.m. Learn more at
covenant.org/membership.

Courageous Conversation

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

Education can spark strong opinions, especially

in Texas. Join Rev. Dr. Allen Hilton on Wednesday,
September 23, as we explore some of the difficult
conversations shaping our schools, from vouchers
and taxes to questions around gender. Together, we'll
practice asking hard questions, listening with curiosity,
and navigating disagreement with clarity, humility,
and respect, grounded in what holds us together: our
shared identity in Christ and our commitment to love
one another. Dinner begins at 5:30 p.m., followed by
the conversation at 6:00 p.m. in FE200. More details
available at covenant.org/cou-con.

Limited childcare is available with registration
for children ages 10 and under. Please contact
kmcfarlane@covenant.org to register your child.

Young Adult Retreat

OCTOBER 9-11

Covenant young adults are invited to get away for a
weekend of rest, reflection, and connection at John
Knox Ranch. Join us October 9-11 for Covenant's first
Young Adult Retreat, with time to step away from the
busyness of everyday life, deepen friendships, grow
in faith, and simply enjoy being together. The cost

is $250 per person, and scholarships are available.
Register online today to reserve your spot at
covenant.org/ya-retreat.
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covenant

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Scan to sign up for our

weekly newsletter or visit:
covenant.org/newsletter

Unburdened Initiative

God is at work in our community, bringing hope,
restoring dignity, and making a way forward for our
neighbors. Through Unburdened, the generosity
of Covenant is joining in that work with a $200,000
investment to help families stay in their homes, free
neighbors from predatory loans, restore access to
identification, and relieve medical debt. We are
grateful for the ways God continues to use the gifts
of this church to love our neighbors in tangible ways.
Learn more at covenant.org/unburdened.

Fall Guide

There's a lot to look forward to at Covenant this

fall. Our new Fall Guide brings it all together in one
place, with opportunities to deepen your faith, build
meaningful relationships, serve our community, and
take part in the life of the church. You'll also find stories
and photos that celebrate the people and moments
that make Covenant special. Pick up a copy in the
Sanctuary Narthex, Eaton Hall, FE200, or explore it
online at covenant.org/guide.

Small Groups

Looking for a place to belong at Covenant? New
small groups are forming this fall, offering a chance to
build meaningful friendships, grow in faith, and share
life with others in our church community. Groups will
journey together through God'’s Unfolding Story, a
year-long scripture study created by our Covenant
team. Sign up or learn more by visiting us online at
covenant.org/groups.

Covenant Newsletter

Keep up with what's happening at Covenant each
week. Get upcoming events, important updates, and
opportunities to connect delivered straight to your
inbox. Sign up for our weekly newsletter at
covenant.org/newsletter.

(512) 454-5231

info@covenant.org

3003 Northland Dr. Austin TX 78757
covenant.org



