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 PARABLE
. PEOPLE

Welcome to Covenant Presbyterian!

We are glad to welcome you to worship. We know that “church” doesn't just happen in a building.
That's why our mission is to build a community that is encouraging one another to follow Jesus
wherever we live, work, and play. We have had this focus since we were founded in 1960, when
we first began showing our love for Jesus by serving Austin and the world.

Encouraging one another to follow Jesus

COVenant wherever we live, work, and play.




About Today's Service

Parable People

Jesus was a master storyteller, using simple, memorable stories to reveal profound truths about God and
the life of faith. In Parable People, we'll explore the surprising wisdom of Jesus’ parables and what they
reveal about the kingdom of God. Together, we'll consider how these ancient stories continue to challenge,

shape, and invite us into lives of deeper faith, faithful stewardship, and greater dependence on God.

Assisting in Worship

ASSISTING Rehm Maham (8:15), Jill Williams (8:15, 9:30, & 11:00), Stephen Murray (9:30),
Ben Davison (9:30 & 11:00)

ORGANIST Michael Shuman

musiClaN Jeffery Li, piano (8:15)

SANCTUARY CHOIR Hsin-Tzu Chang, piano (9:30)

WORSHIP BAND Jerry Wise, director (11:00)

PRELUDE & POSTLUDE (9:30)
Hymn To Joy, arr. Hal H. Hopson
This Little Light of Mine, arr. Mark Hayes

Lyrics reprinted under: Onelicense.net # A-708632 and CCLI # 1243808 and 20105405.
Call to Worship from Call to Worship, 59.1.
Prayer of Confession from Call to Worship, 56.1.

New to Covenant?

Learn more about Covenant Presbyterian, our worship services, childcare options,
and how to get involved. Just scan the QR code with your smart phone’s camera,
or visit covenant.org/visit.




Preparation & Praise
WELCOME & PASSING OF THE PEACE
INTROIT

*CALLTO WORSHIP
Leader: We lift our eyes to you.
People: We raise our voices.
Leader: The day of the Lord is near,
People: coming like a thief in the night.
Leader: The day of the Lord is near,
People: the day is coming quickly.
Leader: The day of the Lord is near,
All: and we are your good and faithful servants.

*HYMN 59 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(silent confession. . .) God of abundance, you have given us so many gifts. You bless us with
talents, resources, skills, and knowledge, and yet we hide them under a bushel. We hoard
these gifts, instead of following you and sharing with those in need. We have been poor
stewards of all you have given. Forgive us, and help us grow what we are given, that it

might be returned in service to you. For itis in your son’s name we pray. Amen.

RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy The Brilliance

Music and lyrics can be found on next page at 9:30 service.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE 734 Gloria Patri GREATOREX
Ministry of the Word

SCRIPTURE Matthew 25:14-30 page 807
SERMON Enter into the Joy... Allen Hilton
Response to the Word

COMMUNION LITURGY
INVITATION
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION & CONSECRATION
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*HYMN 147 Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow LASST UNS ERFREUEN

*BLESSING

*Those who are able, please stand



9:30

Preparation & Praise
WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: We lift our eyes to you.
People: We raise our voices.
Leader: The day of the Lord is near,
People: coming like a thief in the night.
Leader: The day of the Lord is near,
People: the day is coming quickly.
Leader: The day of the Lord is near,

All: and we are your good and faithful servants.

*HYMN 59 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee HYMN TO JOY

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(silent confession...) God of abundance, you have given us so many gifts. You bless us with
talents, resources, skills, and knowledge, and yet we hide them under a bushel. We hoard
these gifts, instead of following you and sharing with those in need. We have been poor
stewards of all you have given. Forgive us, and help us grow what we are given, that it

might be returned in service to you. For it is in your son’s name we pray. Amen.

RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy The Brilliance
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Lord have mer-cy  Christ have mer-cy Lord have mer-cy Christ have mer-cy
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE 734 Gloria Patri GREATOREX

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.



ANTHEM Good and Faithful Servant

Andrew Everson

Ministry of the Word

SCRIPTURE Matthew 25:14-30 page 807
SERMON Enter into the Joy... Allen Hilton
Response to the Word

*HYMN 572 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending BEACH SPRING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING Well Done, My Faithful Servant Sanctuary Choir
Pepper Choplin

O Lord, You give us everything we treasure, You give us every talent we possess.
And all that we invest in Your kingdom, we know that You will bless.
We bring our gifts and talents to Your altar and listen to Your Spirit as we pray.
Whenever we are true to Your calling, we can almost hear You say:

“Well done, my good and faithful servant. Well done, feel the pleasure of Your Lord.
Well done, share the joy of the Lord, Your God. My good and faithful one, well done.”

*RESPONSE 147 Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow LASST UNS ERFREUEN

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN 574 I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me I'M GONNA LIVE

*BLESSING

*Those who are able, please stand



Preparation & Praise

SONG Trading My Sorrows Darrell Evans
CALL TO WORSHIP

SONG Praise To The Lord (Joyful, Joyful) Shane & Shane
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

SONG The Lord Will Provide Passion
SONG Rejoice In All Your Works Wendell Kimbrough
OFFERING

Ministry of the Word

SCRIPTURE Matthew 25:14-30

SERMON Enter into the Joy... Allen Hilton
Response to the Word

SONG House of the Lord Phil Wickham
BLESSING

Matthew 25:14-30

The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property
to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then
he went away. At once the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with them and made
five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. After

a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them...



Covenant Prays 09.20.26

Prayers for:

August Joseph Streit, Cara Cotham, Nancy Murray, Thelma Howard, Richard Gent, Kit Chenault, Ginger
Hurst, Lezlie Morton, James Rada, Princes Rodriguez, Charlie Luellen, Jo Nell Huff, Pastor Jill Williams, Jesse
Reyes, Monroe Talley, Amy Kopp.

Prayers for people serving in our country’s armed forces:

Army Green Beret Sergeant Ryan Matthew McPhail, USMC Major Katherine Ashton, US Navy Lieutenant
Commander Claten Bechtol, Army Warrant Officer Jessica Choe, US Navy Lieutenant Drew Stockstill, and
USMC Second Lieutenant Caleb Green.

Prayers for our international sister churches:
Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada en Luyand, Havana, Cuba and First Stone Church in Belize City, Belize.

Prayers requested by the Mission Committee:
Texas Reach Out Ministries and Liezl & Arthur Pienaar with Overland Mission in Zambia.

Prayers requested by the Session:
Prayers for the Pastor Nominating committee as they carefully and prayerfully craft job position details and
complete the Ministry Discernment Profile for submission to Mission Presbytery.

Although prayer requests will be removed from this listing after three weeks, please contact Jana Harrison

in the church office, 512-334-3030, or jharrison@covenant.org, if prayer continues to be requested.




Announcements

Pledge Sunday

NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

Generosity is woven into the life of Covenant.
Through our time, talents, and financial gifts, we have
the privilege of participating in God's work in our
church, our city, and beyond. On September 27, we'll
celebrate Pledge Sunday and commit our financial
gifts to Covenant’s shared mission in 2027. As we

look toward a year full of possibility, we invite you to
prayerfully consider how God is calling you to be part
of what comes next. Bring your pledge card forward in
worship, return it to the church office, or pledge online
at covenant.org/pledge.

Covenant Builds

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 29

This fall, Covenant will come together to build a home
at Community First! Village, an Austin neighborhood
that provides permanent housing and supportive
community for people who have experienced

chronic homelessness. Volunteers are needed to

help construct a home that will offer stability, dignity,
and belonging to a future neighbor. No construction
experience is required, and tools, guidance, and
safety equipment will be provided. Workdays run from
September to November on Tuesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays, and select Saturdays. Learn more or sign up
by visiting us on the patio between services or by
emailing harryevansconsults@gmail.com.

Youth Retreat

NOVEMBER 13-15

Covenant'’s Youth Fall Retreat for grades 6-12 will be
held November 13-15 at Camp Buckner! Students
will spend the weekend connecting with one another
through games and activities, worship, and time in
Scripture. Register online at covenant.org/youth.
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covenant

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

weekly newsletter or visit:
covenant.org/newsletter

Courageous Conversation

THIS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

Austinites, Texans, and Americans disagree drastically
on how we ought to educate our children. Join Rev.
Dr. Allen Hilton on Wednesday, September 23 for

our annual fall Cov Courageous Conversation. These
evenings help us practice our unconditional love
toward one another by talking about hard things. This
month, we'll explore the difficult issues impacting our
schools, from vouchers and taxes to AISD budgets
and curriculum content. We'll listen with curiosity and
navigate our differences with clarity, humility, and
respect, grounded in our shared identity in Christ and
our commitment to love one another. Dinner begins at
5:30 p.m., followed by the conversation at 6:00 p.m. in
FE200. More details online at covenant.org/cou-con.

Limited childcare is available with registration
for children ages 10 and under. Please contact
kmcfarlane@covenant.org to register your child.

Wednesday's meal will be chicken parmesan, pasta,
steamed veggies and salad with veggie/vegan
options. Plates are $10 per person.

Unburdened Initiative

God is at work in our community, bringing hope,
restoring dignity, and making a way forward for our
neighbors. Through Unburdened, the generosity
of Covenant is joining in that work with a $200,000
investment to help families stay in their homes, free
neighbors from predatory loans, restore access to
identification, and relieve medical debt. We are
grateful for the ways God continues to use the gifts
of this church to love our neighbors in tangible ways.
Learn more at covenant.org/unburdened.

(512) 454-5231

info@covenant.org

3003 Northland Dr. Austin TX 78757
covenant.org



