4TH SUNDAY OF LENT | 03.15.26

Welcome to Covenant Presbyterian!

We are glad to welcome you to worship this Sunday. We know that “church” doesn’t just happen in
a building. That's why our mission is to build a community that is encouraging one another to follow
Jesus wherever we live, work, and play. We have had this focus since we were founded in 1960,
when we first began showing our love for Jesus by serving Austin and the world.
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About Today's Service

Desiring Christ Series

This Lent, we journey through the Beatitudes, Jesus' bold vision for a truly blessed life. These brief but powerful
words invite us to examine the desires shaping our lives and to bring even our broken longings before God.
As we move toward Easter, we will explore how Christ reshapes our hearts, reorders our loves, and leads us
into a more beautiful life with Him.

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God by Mike, Chris, and Kathy Rhoades in
loving memory of Ruth Rhoades.

Assisting in Worship

ASSISTING Ben Davison (9:30), Peter Graves (2:30), Alice Sessi (8:15), Jill Williams (11:00)
ORGANIST Michael Shuman

SANCTUARY CHOIR Yu-Hsin Teng, piano (9:30)

WORSHIP BAND Jerry Wise, leader (11:00)

PRELUDE & POSTLUDE (9:30)

Nicaea, arr. Piet Post
Blessed Assurance, arr. Bruce Greer

Daniel Izquierdo preaching at 11:30 a.m. at Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada en Luyand
(our sister church in Cuba)

Lyrics reprinted under: Onelicense.net # A-708632 and CCLI # 1243808 and 20105405.
Call to Worship from Call to Worship, vol 56.1.
Prayer of Confession adapted from The Worship Sourcebook, 2nd edition

New to Covenant?

Learn more about Covenant Presbyterian, our worship services, childcare options,
and how to get involved. Just scan the QR code with your smart phone’s camera,
or visit covenant.org/visit.




Preparation & Praise
WELCOME & PASSING OF THE PEACE

INTROIT

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: We gather to hear who Christ has called blessed:

People: the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek.

Leader: We gather to hear who Christ has called blessed:

People: those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful,
the pure in heart, the peacemakers, the persecuted.

Leader: We gather to hear who Christ has called blessed.

All: Let us worship God!
*HYMN 136 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

(silent confession. ..) Loving God, you bless those who are hungry and thirsty for

righteousness, for they will receive it in full. But we have hungered after the pleasures,

NICAEA

prestige, and possessions of this temporal world. Like Esau, we have despised our birthright

by choosing to satisfy our immediate desires. We have forgotten how needy we are. We need

your forgiveness. Have mercy upon us in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE 734 Gloria Patri
Ministry of the Word
SCRIPTURE Matthew 5: 6

Matthew 4:1-1

SERMON Blessed Are Those Who Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness

Response to the Word

COMMUNION LITURGY
INVITATION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

*HYMN 426 Blessed Assurance

Verses 1 and 3
*BLESSING

GREATOREX

page 785

Stephen Murray

ASSURANCE

*Those who are able, please stand



9:30

Preparation & Praise
WELCOME

*CALLTO WORSHIP

Leader: We gather to hear who Christ has called blessed:

People: the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek.

Leader: We gather to hear who Christ has called blessed:

People: those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful,
the pure in heart, the peacemakers, the persecuted.

Leader: We gather to hear who Christ has called blessed.

All: Let us worship God!
*HYMN 136 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! NICAEA
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

(silent confession. ..) Loving God, you bless those who are hungry and thirsty for
righteousness, for they will receive it in full. But we have hungered after the pleasures,
prestige, and possessions of this temporal world. Like Esau, we have despised our birthright
by choosing to satisfy our immediate desires. We have forgotten how needy we are. We need

your forgiveness. Have mercy upon us in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy
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Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer - cy. Lord, have mer-cy.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE 734 Gloria Patri GREATOREX

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.



ANTHEM Let Justice Roll GinnyRae Joy
Mark Miller

There's a voice, strong and clear, ringing out far and near, "Let justice roll down!"
Like the rush of a stream, comes a powerful dream, let justice roll down.

Let the earth be restored, every soul be reformed; let the healing renew, creation reborn.
Here in the sacred space with the strength of God's grace, let justice roll down.

Roll down! Roll down, justice! Roll, like an ever flowing stream.

On this glorious day, give us courage, we pray, that justice rolls down, let justice roll down!
Let the vision take flight and God will delight as waters flow down, justice abounds.

Ministry of the Word

SCRIPTURE Matthew 5:6 page 785
Matthew 4:H1

SERMON Blessed Are Those Who Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness Stephen Murray

Response to the Word

*HYMN 468 My Jesus, I Love Thee GORDON

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERING Wait for the Lord Sanctuary Choir
Mark Miller

Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up on wings like eagles.
They shall run and not be weary! They shall walk and not faint.

I'm a witness, yes, | am, that God has done great things.
| was lost, so lost and low. But God, God saved me and now | really know:
those who wait on the Lord will live!

*RESPONSE 34 Doxology OLD 100TH

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*HYMN 426 Blessed Assurance ASSURANCE

*BLESSING

*Those who are able, please stand



Preparation & Praise

CALL TO WORSHIP

SONG Ain't Nobody Cody Carnes
SONG King of My Heart Bethel Music
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING OF THE PEACE

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

SONG Run to the Father Cody Carnes
SONG Graves Into Gardens Elevation Worship
OFFERING
Ministry of the Word
SCRIPTURE Matthew 5:6

Matthew 4:1-11
SERMON Blessed Are Those Who Hunger Stephen Murray

and Thirst for Righteousness

Response to the Word
SONG Blessed Assurance Traditional
BELIZE COMMISSIONING

BLESSING

Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.



Covenant Prays 03.15.26

Prayers of joy and celebration:
Elizabeth Joy Jackson, born on March 6. Parents are Trey and Jenny Jackson.

Franklin Judge “Frankie” Hatcher, born on February 20. Grandparents are Pansy and Elliott Flick and Aunt
and Uncle are Lauren and Ralph Munoz.

Prayers of sympathy and support:
Pansy and Elliott Flick, Lauren and Ralph Munoz, family and friends on the death of sister, sister-in-law, and
aunt, Margaret Hollingsworth, on March 10.

Francis Rison, family and friends on the death of husband, Bill Rison, on February 18. A Memorial Service
will be held at Covenant on Saturday, March 28 at 10:00 a.m.

Recently Hospitalized:
Marge Martin

Prayers for:
Jesse Reyes, Jim Chapman, Mark Woodruff, Monroe Talley, Amy Kopp, Debbie Colley, Julie Hall, Jean
Cunningham.

Prayers for people serving in our country's armed forces:

Army Green Beret Sergeant Ryan Matthew McPhail, USMC Major Katherine Ashton, US Navy Lieutenant
Commander Claten Bechtol, Army Warrant Officer Jessica Choe, US Navy Lieutenant Drew Stockstill, and
USMC Second Lieutenant Caleb Green.

Prayers for our international sister churches:
Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada en Luyand, Havana, Cuba and First Stone Church in Belize City, Belize.

Prayers requested by the Mission Committee:
Street Youth Ministry and Danny & Kristin Franklin in Thailand.

Prayers requested by the Session:

Prayers of gratitude for our pastors and staff boldly leading us in the new year and for each step of the
process as we prepare for our next senior pastor.

Although prayer requests will be removed from this listing after three weeks, please contact Jana Harrison

in the church office, 512-334-3030, or jharrison@covenant.org, if prayer continues to be requested.




Announcements

Eaton Hall Rededication & 65th Anniversary
SUNDAY, MARCH 29

On Palm Sunday, March 29, we will mark two
milestones in the life of Covenant. At 12:15 p.m., we
will rededicate Eaton Hall and celebrate 65 years of
God's steady faithfulness to our church. Join us for a
brief rededication service, then stay for a boxed lunch
reception as we give thanks for all that has been and
step forward in joyful anticipation of what lies ahead.

Still: Worship
TODAY, MARCH 15

Step out of the rush and into stillness. Join us for Still,
a monthly worship night centered on quiet prayer,
reflection, and unhurried connection with God. We will
gather on the third Sunday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
in the Sanctuary. Our next gathering will take place
today, March 15. We hope you can join us!

Love Letter Fund
APPLY BY MARCH 25

How could you or your small group help address an
overlooked need in Austin? Covenant's Love Letter
Fund offers grants of up to $50,000, along with
mentorship and spiritual guidance, to help launch
projects that serve our city. Covenant members are
invited to apply online by March 25 with initiatives that
reflect our mission and care for our community. Learn
more at covenant.org/love-letter-fund.

LiveMore Screenl.ess Workshop
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15

Covenant's Discipleship team is partnering with Laity
Lodge Youth and Family Camps to host the LiveMore
Screenless workshop, focused on helping families
cultivate healthy relationships with technology. Parents
and caregivers will gather in FE200 while middle and
high school students participate in a simultaneous
session designed for them. Dinner will be provided.
Cost is $10 per adult. Teens attend free. Childcare

is available for ages 4 and under with registration.
Register and learn more online at covenant.org/Imsl.
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Holy Week Taizé Service & Lunch

DAILY, MARCH 30 - APRIL 1

12:00 p.m. | Worship Service, Eaton Hall

12:30 p.m. | Lunch, FE200

Join us Monday through Wednesday of Holy Week
for a brief scripture reflection with music in Eaton
Hall followed by shared lunch in FE200. Meals are a
suggested donation of $10. No registration required.

Maundy Thursday Meals

THURSDAY, APRIL 2

6:00 p.m. | Dinner & Communion, Private Homes
On Maundy Thursday, we'll gather in homes across
Austin for shared meals, communion & community.
Registration is now open at covenant.org/maundy.

Good Friday Tenebrae Service
FRIDAY, APRIL 3

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. | Sanctuary & Online

On Good Friday, the Covenant community and friends
gather for scripture readings, music, and hymns
commemorating the passion of Christ as darkness
gradually falls.

Kids Easter Egg Hunt

SATURDAY, APRIL 4

9:00 - 10:30 a.m. | Northwest Recreation Center Park
Families and children are invited to join us at Northwest
Recreation Center Park for our annual Easter Egg Hunt.
The Easter Egg Hunt will commence right at 10:00!
There will be a petting zoo, train rides, kite flying and
bubbles, thousands of eggs and more!

Easter Worship Services
SUNDAY, APRIL 5

6:30 a.m. | Sunrise Service, Patio

8:00 a.m. | Traditional Service, Sanctuary

9:30 a.m. | Traditional Service, Sanctuary & Online
11:00 a.m. | Contemporary Service, FE200 & Online
Learn more at covenant.org/easter.

More details about all of our Lent events and initiatives
can be found at covenant.org/lent.

(512)454-5231

info@covenant.org

3003 Northland Dr. Austin TX 78757
covenant.org



